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ILA av Ewaited; * Ares 4 
impatience, in expectation of ſeeing" you 5 
ſtand forth in defence of your "friend, 
your patron's ſon. Surelyj you are n6t' 
nov to be informed, that he has under. 
gone a moſt virulent and perſonal attack, 
brought - on about the time of his in-\ \-] 7 
duction into the living of Hourtm And 
all people who know your connections 
3 with 2 


| « N 

with the family at the Red Lion be, 
joined in this expectation with myſelf; 
for, to b&rrow an expreſſion from the 
pamphlet, there. is. a ſtriking coincidence 
| of opinign, that the confidence. the Vernons 
' had placed in you, the diſtinguiſhed ho- 
nour they had done you in ſelecting 
you for their clerk, and the'tonſiderable- 
profit of your year's incumbency, . muſt | 

have called you out in their defence: | 
And, in proportion to our expectation, f 

| fo, is our admiration at our not ap-“ 
pearing- The world, (that, is the ſmall; 


circle within this — 85 
. et HHH a 
eln a 9 36d e, 


— "Minter. ut udum, 
See n moitalem WY fc, 


1 nds ook, abiligles bad given. 
vou the power to repreſs the attack, ſo 


We 


'7 


130 


we thought your obligations to the- 


You could, (for who could if [you _ 
riot?}] you' could have retorted | all the 
petulant Greek and Latin on the [author's 
bead; yon could have followed" im 
thröugh all the wily mazes of letters 
wich as mueh ſtaunchneſs as ever hunter 
r men have ron im pground 
or to ground, o wWhipped bim in t 4 
babbling icder-hunter; asd, by letting 
11 the ſeholaſtic — that he has 
vented, or invented. We, poor fouls, | 
ſtand aghaſt at Re 275; of Oy 
ratios only days. all i 
Pride words, we . where be "Hole en. „ 


N zin I Veen Johne 5 4 5 


0 i ; | * g . 8 b — 


; » humanity, or «politeneſs; 1 


(4) 

but you, Sir, could have told-aheiwerls 
where: he had them, thought he, had nat 
taken ſuch care to do / ſo hinſelſ; (even 
21! well as though ybu had been partner 

| ang the libel. o gin. I be A unküthg 
m Nohruſriend, your patron's ſon, has this 
conſolation in the. imidſt of. his (wart, 
that it is an open enemy, who bosg done 
bim this public diſhonour. Had u friend, 
an acquaintance, a man of, candour, | 


whilſt he had treated the ſuhbject with: ſe⸗· 
verity, he would have ſpared; the man; 
had he had one drop of the milk of hu- 
man kindneſs within bim, he wbuld bave 
been apt to ſay, „Go, thy» way, poor 
„devil, I will not hurt a hair of thy 
« head; there's room enough in the world 
« for bath thee and me. 2 Na, tis an open 
and rancorous enemy who- rails; ** 
dal I. — 


4859 
therefore, he mg yn hear. it; happy in this 


4? Twas weh thay, , guide. my Jerk, 


atleaſt that he has no occpſion, % ſay, 


2 familiar, friend: we. tak : | 


fut cupſel together, and walked tothe 

Hande et Gel. friends.” Vet maſt aſ- 
ſuredl ys there is a wide. difference het fn 
a, gentleman walking, (4304745. a, church 
with a, preſentation. ri inflitution an his 


ſignation. Paying back againg,Fither. in 
 . caſh on in- Kind, has eveg been looked upon 
es anj unpleaſant, bulingls, and. has, Hern 
known do produce, loms . firange. fffects 
in very philoſophic. minds, Byt, let. te 
Shed, ier 80 inge g cor iter ore 


unwrung-1. Capfitency.., of character Ner- 


rants a bexer,couryRion ;, generoſi =". 
not be: cfordid; he. bo has 
eile can never rt heit to. giys Wi ; 


no * Ps. . \ | 
: . 
' 


' pocket,,and,1walking {69m ans after 8 - 


._ 


has the ſpirit fo TH 17 
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(65 | 
be who has moderativn"eual to a bm. 
tion theaty," can fever entertain a With to 
keep all. Indeed, theſe times are ſo de- 
genentte, thit a clerk is hardly to be ſound 
who tan fee 4 practical truth in chüt 
ld wnigmatic ting Jpury nber revroc. 
This founds abfurtly, fore eiiough 3 bet 
in not every man that bas ears to bear, 

or un heart to undefſtand, it,. A large 

whole ie often too rem for 2 maw-s 
- graſp, while-a fnug 4% affords"ublity 
without grodging; Ne geniletiai's '6-" ; 
deration and generofity- ought 6e be put 
to the bluſh ; büt, where 2 perſom cannot 
| fpeak for himſelf, another tmuſt ee 
bim; and, as che anchor, or Pott * 
hte, or ſome other gosd-uatubed Fellow," 
has laid, what 4 gettleman has wines, a 
be has written, Tbere are various Kinds | 
en the world: dome are written 


1 on 
11 , | 


Gr) 


make a man's heart fink and 3 
tremble and ſmite one another Others 


are eut in eternal. braſa, though, he —y n 


recorded deſerve. no fuch durability. The 


recved af others. depends upon 20 bit of 


treuc lerous paper, though they be of too 
great ucoount for the world to loſe, Now, 
I. would rather be turned to eat graſs like 
an ox, (eſpecially if it be upon good fat 
 glebe land) than- I would have an ill thing 
rerorded, or z good one forgotten. G 
jot, or one tittle, when generoſity is ſo. 


is not the right one) makes St. Paul's ge- 


1ſrael's ſake, a linle extravagant, But lis 
in nature ſoc people to do, ſometimes, 


bras matters for ad and, if the eler- 
4. 
| * 


on 4 wall in, burning charaQtens;. which. 1 


great, ought-in no wiſt to fail. Tbe con- 
5 reading (which, however, I am told. 


neroſity, in wiſhing himſelf accurſed for 


60 8 5 | 
gy ut ber le 8" gots as to heb | 
to hell for an eternal moment or % 
uy, they may get many fair prefers” 

ments, and act very lovingly" by their 
| good patrons tod. Por take that oak 


| opainft ſimoniacal contradts, and the tick 
ling the palms of patrons; it has been the 


bane of many a ſqueamiſh clerk; it wi. 
| cumbers the entrance into rectories and vi 

carages, that few but your ſpare, hides 
nd refolute men can get through Eon- 


vMſently, or with what" the" . calls 


à conſcience void of offence. 10 


* 


Bot, how I ramble from 4h en 5 


This was, fungi vice cotis — to Whet thy 
almoſt blunted purpoſe, "Either you have 
no knowledge of this publication, or yo 
can fever be exculpated from ſome delin- 
quency under the knowledge (of it. To 


de dens if it be not to will | 


655 es 


at leaſt be looked upon in yort, as a deſer- | 
tion of your friend and benefactor. And 
ſurely, reverend Sir, you will abſtain from 
all appearance of ingratitude, which, you : 


know, is one denomination for every bad 
N of the n heart; for, 


| >. — Ae fi dixeris, omne, _ 


* then, let me arouſe you to take 


the field, and advance to wordy battle. 
— What, though this literary Goliad be 


fenced with ſo many greaves of braſh 


what, though he comes forth to break 
a butterfly upon a wheel, armed at all 


points ; yet, conqueſt in this Kind of battle 
is not always to the. ſtrong. You may, 


perhaps, find him vulnerable in ſome part 


between the head and the heel; perhaps, 
like that bully Achilles, in the heel it- 


ſelf, which he 10 delighis to lift "PE . 
ſet upon the necks of his adverſaries ; 


FY 


C N or 


| 


* 


[i 


( 10 ) 


or even of his beſt friends. I poi 


with you may teach this champion for 


knowledge one little piece of celeſtial ſci- 


ence, to know himſelf, * 


+ You will excuſe me, therefore, that I ks 4 


the liberty to give you a few hints reſpe&s 5 
ing this formidable book, which you may 


prefix as à kind of prolegomena, or "affix 


as addenda; or, if you "ſhall think them 
worthy, which I hardly dare to hope, may 7 
weave them into the great work which the 
world expects from you, in anſcher to this 
abuſe of your benefactor. +a) 
In the firſt place, reverend Sir, have an 
eye to the author's politeneſs. His addreſe 


is to a learned and worthy biſhop ; yet, 
if be quotes a ſcrap of Greek or Latin, 


vou ſee him treat this learned prelate as 


a mere ſmatterer ; and, like a pedagogue 


among his little novices,® pointing with 
a feſcue 


» E clo deſcendit . N . 


14 


1 
a feſcue to the words and letters, directing 
his lordſhip in what book, and what pa-. 
ticle in that book, be may find him. [ak 
I] alſo have the honour to addreſs a ſcho- 
lar, but I ſcorn to treat you in the lame 


illiberal and pedantic manner, for two rea- 
ſons ; firſt, becauſe you are a ſcholath — 
ſecondly, becauſe I quote- chiefly from me- 
mory 3 and therefore may very well ſay, 
with the Welſh parſon, the ferſe, in- 
teed, I cannot ferry well remember, but 
 'ris thereſ{pr thereahout;” have oer 
ed, and am become the object of my o 
cenſure, in the title page: pardon chat; 1 
ſhall hardly be ſo ill-mannered man 
times mores; though 1 feel 1 ſhall cat 
the cacoethes quotandi from the a" 
as I procee. F 341 "TY 
The next thing that ſtrikes me is a lit TY” 11 
tle alluſi ve ſtory; pretty early in the book; . * 1 
which 1 ge help thinking a clumſy 2 


- =; 
: — 
N F mal 
VE... * 4 
- 495 ig 
et 32 
„ 4 
5 * 
y - 
wy {| 
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123 
mal à propos, and unapplying thing, = 
Mama and: Miſs, forſooth. * Do, my 
* dear, marry this gentleman, Indeed, 
6 Mama, you muſt excuſe me, I cannot 
 $:think of it. Come, come, marry him 
4 firſt, and you will love him afterwards, 
« my word for it.” Now, to whom does 
this piece of ollaſantry allude ? Our young 
hoſt, no doubt, is to ſtand for miſs, let 
who will ſuſtain the character of mama. 
But, if this be the caſe, and the young 
man came into the tramels of ſpiritual Rb: 
matrimony ſo reluctantly, how comes he 2 
to deſerve to have ſuch a literary flagella- 
tion beſtowed upon him for intruſion? If 
he was either drawn, or driven into the 
church (by the. bye, the church ſhould 
have ſtood for the wife, not for the buſs 
band) againſt his judgment, or inclina- 
tion, he deſerved the author's pity, even 
on his own principles; but if be was nei 

0 _ 


630 


ther drawn nor driven, then the pleaſant 
ſtory is what I have juſt called it. But, 


no matter, the book was to be written | 
upon the ſerio-comico plan ; "twas of no 
great account, therefore, whether the al- 
lafive ſtory was appoſite,” or oppoſite; 
whether it made for the author's purpoſe, 


or militated directly againſt it: they muſt 


| be n in __ or wrong, * 


. « If motly rei the fancy ſtrike, i 
* un 1 TY and fimiles ee, 


5 


But this, . abs — of mikt, 
heterogeneous, and broken metaphors, are 


rifles; ſo ſmall their offence, that they 
had never ſtruck my eye, but for the ar. 


rogating perfection, and ill natured caſt, 


of the whole piece. If we ever do infit | 177 


upon a perſect thing, tis ſrom the. cans | 
who rails ſo hi 


He is the man 


ly at the defects of others. 
who ought to produce a 


\ 
g 
* 


1 


E 1 


' 
-z : * 
% * 


( 1 4 ) | 1 4 . 
perfect model of the Lublime, * 
and correct, | | 


Judici arquti quæ not formidet acumen. 


But, my friend, do you think we may 
"4 not venture to look this literary hero in 
the face, even upon his own ground? 
If we periſh in our preſumption, it will, 
be confeſſed, we fall with bravery. Did 
I ſay, upon his own ground? No, that 
will never do. He has aſſumed a poſition 
in Utopia; or rather, he ſtands man- 
mountain in Lilliput: this giant bas taken 
ground that has no exiſtence. He allows 
mine hoſt of the miniſiry to have neither 
learning nor virtue; on which ground, 
indeed, he could never be defended. But, | 
as to the eſſential merit of the one, I ſhall 
make bold to heſitate a little; and the ab- 
ſence of the other, peremptorily to deny. 
As to the latter, with conſiderable diffi- 
e 


(rs). 


culty 1 have procured copies of both the | 


teftimonials given to Mr. Vernon, by the 
gentry, and by the clergy. The charac- 
ters of the ſubſcribers I find to be ab much 
above my praiſe. as they are above the 
author's cenſure, The lay- teſtimonial has 
nothing to diſtinguiſh it befide a'moſt ge- 
ſpectable aſſemblage of names; names de · 


ſigning perſons as reſpectable as any ig 
the county of Cheſter, or in any other; 


"> 


gentlemen of rank, of Honour, of for- 


tune, of probity, and of piety ; gentlemen 
of too. generous a ſpirit to do a falſe 
thing, and of too high a ſpirit, I appre- 


hend, quietly to ſuffer the imputation of 
one. Nor ſhould I be at all ſurprized | 
if the author's quotation from Epidtetus | 
ſhould be put to the teſt, were it but to | 


try whether a bit of ſtoical Greek be fence 


againſt a flail, or any thing compoſed of, 
the fans materials; whether he could bear, 
1 even 


— , 


C8, m4 
even ſo ſmall à matter a a becken wit 
with as much compoſure as that ſtoic did 
a broken leg; and whether the honour: 
of traducing ſuch reſpectable characters 
could ſet a leg, or cure à head. If fo," 
indeed, he may fay, 116 tut i Feciar 
. But if be have as much feeling in 
the fleſh, as theſe traduced gentlemen have 
it the ſpirit, and dares to producer him- 
ſelf, tis odds be finds no panacea in the 
ſtsic's recipe. The teſtimony of ſuch 
gentlemen alone to Mr. Vernon's charac- 
ter muſt be impregnable againſt all the 
author's malice: all his railing, infinua. 
tion, and deprivation of principle, is but 
as uncle Toby ſays, 44 ſhooting Gao 
ſhot againſt a fort.” If the tranſactibn 
wanted credit, under the countenance of 
ſuch gentlemen, we could appeal to the 
patronage of the nobility. © The author, 


| . was aware of this, and therefore 
NY has 


© * v) - 
- * 1 


An 
has given the par nohile 2 back ſtroke or. Y 
their interference. But having, 1 ſuppoſe, | 


the fear of ſcandalum magnatum before 
his eyes, be tells them in the next page, 


they are a couple of very worthy peers, 


notwithſtanding : their having been con- 


cerned in this very black and crying afs 


fair, As the Author's genius ſeems to be 


clevated in proportion to the right, ] honour- 


able, and honourable countenance given to 


got. known of another right. honourable 


E aul, and right. reverend Biſhop, aiding Q 


and _ approving. the man and the matter. 


What ſublime railing has the world loft 
hereby, aud what profound adulation i in 


the next page; quite a model in the ſubs 
lime and the profound ! for this noble 
Earl too is allowed to be a Mzrcenas of 


the preſent day; 4 and therefore, alter abu- 


D ſing 


Mr. Vernon, what pity it is, that he had 


ns) 
ſing him as an enedurager of impoſiti6n, 
an enemy to religion, and a betrayer of 
the church, he had nothing to do but 
| pour a little of the very ſame balm into 
the wound he ſhould have given. Surely, 
he may do as he pleaſes by fimple no- 
blemen, when 5 crowned heads themſelves 
muſt liſten or periſh ; yet © the mean muſt 
not preſume to encroach upon the migh- 
ty ; the bigh, the ancient, and ſacred dig- 
nity of the peerage, muſt be preſerved 
pure and unpolluted ; not a ſhade muſt 
obſcure” its ſplendour, nor even an ind. 
ginary ſtain be allowed to n its im- 
maculate purity.” v — 
The teſtimonial given to Mr. Vernon 
by the clergy has deviated very much 
from the common form, and therefore I 
ſubjoin it. Of the ſubſcribing clergy, one 
is a gentleman of conſiderable fortune; 
Sf | 1 
I 


and his 8 * not borrow credit 
from, but gives it to, his fortune, Hs 
the others, it is ſufficient to ſay, that 
their teſtimony is allowed by their dioce- f 
ſan, Dünen to be 
worthy of credit. 

„Whereas E. Vernon Nag fignified unto, 
us bis intention of offering himſelf a. can- 
didate for the ſacred office of a deacon; 
and for that end hath requeſted of us lets, 
ters · teſtimonial of his good behaviour; we 
therefore, whoſe names are hereunto, ſub- 
ſcribed, do teſtify that the ſaid E. Vernon, 
having, been known to us perſonally for the 
ſpace of three years laſt paſt, bath, during 
that time, lived ſoberly, piouſly, and ho- 
neſtly. i But, as in this caſe, we are not 
tied down by the common form of a' 

teſtimonial, and are obliged to make 
Y ' Bs bene | 


i j | | 
4 ' / p 1 — 
| $ 


ſome omiffions; fo, on the other band, 
we can honeftly make this addition, that 
the moral conduct of the faid E. Ver- 
non has been Prgularly good in the midſt 
of temptation,” «325 | 4 
In the teſtimonial it wilt be obſerved; 
that all the clauſes about cloſt application 
to ſtudy, learning, writing, recommenda- 
tion, &c. are entirely omitted: And, what 
the author makes a crime, they make a 
merit of, „ he lived a liſe of fingular 
virtue, amidſt ſtrong temptation to live 
otherwiſe,” And whether he ought to be 
accounted az contaminated by his buſineſs, 
or purified by a moſt remarkable ſobriety 
in it, let the world judge; the impartial 
and difirftereſted part of it, that are nei · 
ther to be gainers by Mr. Vernon's ad- 
vancement, nor hſers by his promotion to 
| Bourton. The great offence then of the 
noblemen, 


3 


Ca) 


noblemen, the gentlemen, "ind the dergy, 1 


ſeems to be, that they have had the au- 


dacity and preſumption to give patronage | 
and teflimony to a virtuous character. Vet 0 


the author has undauntedly given thein 
many hard words in his book, and has 
aſſured the world, that they are charge 
able with no common degree of guilt, 
who are directly or indirectly inſtrumen- 
ul in Mr. Vernon s ordination : he being 
intended by the one inſufficlent, unquali- - 
fied, unworthy minifter, I have heard 
of a woe being denounced againſt thoſe 
who call evil, good; or good, evil: but 


this is the firſt time I have heard of no- 


ES | 


blemen and gentlemen being virtually ana- 


thematized for calling good, good. "Tis 


ſo fingular a piece of malediction, as to 
make one a pprehend, the author's zeal 
muſt have been raiſed, not for the general 

credit 


©. # 


- 
* ä — — 
* 
= 


GW» 
\ credit of the church ſo much, as on account 
of ſome particular view having been ob- 
ſtructed; ſome intereſt of his own, or of 
his friend's, having been crofled by Mr, 
Vernon's ordination and promotion. But . 
this would have been ſo ſelfiſh, fo hypo- 
. critical, ſo malicious, ſo revengeful, and, 
if matters be as current report, together 
with its current comment, repreſents, fo 

ungrateful a zeal, that 1 am very unwil- 
ling to ſurmiſe it of the worſt of man- 
kind. 

But what is ; all this 1 atteſta- 
tion without learning? Mr. Vernon might 
have been a very honeſt meaſurer of good 
liquor, either for bis cuſtomers, or for 
the king; as a ſerver of ale, or as an 
exciſeman: yet, without letters more than 
ſufficient for the appreciation of good li- 

quor, (I wonder what Dictionary the au- 
1 f thor 


manity. And though it were a thing 
devoutly t to be wiſhed, that learning and 
virtue may for ever be united in the cle- 5 
Tical character, yet che Wink implies the | 
want of this union. And though 1 am 


a paſſionate admirer of young men of 5 
ſpirit and vivacity in every department; 5 


( 2 5 
thor found this quaint word 57 it is im- 
poſſible he ſhould ever rightly, or, in- 
deed, any way at all; divide the word. 


This is the very head and front of his 


offending : and to excuſe, or even pal 
liate, this offence, would be an undertak- 


og indeed. Hic labor; hoc oput. 


Immaculate 3 the author would have 
ie within the miniſtry, I apprehend 
he will not refule to "grant, that nothing 
human is, or can be, berlekt; and that 
few, or none, when they put on their 
di ivinity, do entirely put off their bu- 


PIP 7 
* x 9 
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ee 15 
and look upon an affected gravity in a 4 


Joung man, as much out of character, is 


| rakery. in an old one ; ; and have ag 5. os 


verally ſeen pompous , ignorance and * 


lous uncharitableneſs grow and 11 0 
great maturity out of ſuch youthful BY. 
vity, as I have ſcen polite learning, the the. 
moſt extenſive benevolence, and ſympathic A | 


zing bumayity, thrive and flouriſh ont of * 


$1493! 


1 


* 


youthful ſprigbtlineſs and gaiety, yet no 
one, Who is a friend to religion and vir. 
tue, can . an advocate for rakes and | 4 


debauchees. in black : yet, your bucks, I 
bloods, and jolly dogs, do ſometimes find 3 
admittance as well as. the ignorant and 43 
unlettered. , And how comes it, that the 1 
author, (if he will not leave the biſhops to 4 
do their own ,work ) bas not, with his - A 
friend Gilbert Burnet, got upon the wall, 4 


and lifted up his voice > like A trumpet ? 
Why 


— 


( IS. ) | . | 
Why does he not call upon their — 
ſhips to be, at eaſt, as carefal in ſearch- 
ing aſter the moral us the knen of their | 
candidates? Why does he not tell them, 
that” alert and rampant vice malie -mich' 
wr? ON. 1 . 1 mee -4 
gg £447 P We 7a * 3 e A, 


"Nil kcal verboſa 1 brandi ride hi 


iel 27 : ny 755 TW | C3 DIL 2 
1 N « 0 4 a ; 

E. 7 inne - 10 nne Tr 5 10 

very particle of it brapd- 

ier 1 f 

1 t a. 


# x 


«> Takes 


great czzme, the want of à lit- ” 
tle Greek k and Latin. 15 want of letrers 


4 


work then want, of f morals? Or, is the 


nity of acquiring 11 i 
bit all bis i rhetoric U | 


| 


= 
» av SY 
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bbe! Where EB particular, ie 7 ever ; 
has A particular motive.” 2. 1 * 8 


9, 75 by 5.2." Pi: 


Ven er corvis, een cer, N = 


CHE ys 


, 
1 Say then, that the rektor of a. * 5 
4 bas but little Latin and leſs Greek,, Wust, 
3 7 will not this penuripuz allowance go down | | 
with the author? Say then, if you pleaſe, 


he has none of either : but allow. bir | 
capable of reading a chapter of the Bible, , 
or a plain fermon ont of Clarke, „Til; 2 


1 dad £; 


 lotfon, or Sharp. Ins this unfurniſhed 2 — 

Hate, | I think bim capal of doing more I 

good | in his .miniſtty, than any Lene, 
who, Wbile be abounds in 8 and 


// Get Wanda en 3 


: Latin, eloquence 1 and clocuti "= i" ER 


V's! 5 43 * if 
he has moral "hs And d a 
e, * 75 4 ory We -- (HI woy | 


ther j 1 mn prayer wi uch 4 man, and 


18 


2 


| (oo matter where "he * it). than Gt to 
2 N „ | " * f hear 


1 K 27 0. . . 


hear the glad tidings of the golpel,con- / 
verted into terrors by a furious zeglot ; 


its peace inſiſted on by a male fury; the 


vanity of human ſeience expoſed, by one 
who holds Greek and Latin as the ſum- 


1 


** 


mum bonum in iy its purity and =” 


be enforced by a frequenter. of ta- 


* * - — 


feng. bunts,. bote 


* Feed * 


and prabbles, ale, wines, and metheglins: ; 
but, of all things, 1 could neyer yet en- 


dure the ungbaritably cenſorious enforcing 


Chriſtian , benevolence ; ; the baugbty, hu- 
mility ; the revengeſul and malicious, for- 


givenpls;, nor, particularly, the ungrate· 
ful, who are uiterly unpracticed gin. the 4 


role of. good for good, enforeing the 


| great Chriſtian. keln of good for evil. 


Our reverend hoſt j laid by thoſe, who 


have borne no. - formal teſtimony to his 
1 cha⸗ 15 


nt - ” j 


races, cock-mitches, | 
with their fexeral interludes of pribbles | 


3 — 1 
1 — 


character, to praRtife the virtues of meek- 
"neſs, humility, ſobriety, and chaſtity; 
that be i is obliging, forgiving, and Thatit- 


able; that he has a hand to give, as well 


as a heart to forgive: and if he be all 
this, ſurely, the author might have for- 
given him the lack of a little Greek and 
Latin; which he is no mote'culpable for 
| wanting, than for not being _ Ugh add 
a cubit to his ſtature, | 
But why ſhould not ited fave: good 
learning as well as good morals ? Becauſe 
1 ſome are too poor in caſh to go to a col- 
lege i in queſt of it; becauſe others are too 
poor i in genius to acquire it when they 
come thither; becauſe the provifion for 
one part of the clergy is ſo poor, that 
they have no ſpur to drive them to ſeek 
that they may excell; and becauſe, for 
another part of them, it is fo ample,” that 
| I they 
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they have no occaſion ſo to do. And dis 
is very frequently the caſe in fandfly pre- 
ferments. A clever curate enjoys/a"geod | 


ftipend, and gives full content te che pa- 
nimm, while the hereditary tector does Me 
part, if he lives in the pariſh, keeps up 
'hofpitaliry,” and Rudies this one piece of 
Seripture well, . It is better to Frve than 
to receive.“ What; ſhall cheſe drones 
live upon the honey ? Ay, there's the 
rub: in that honey lies the King, Vet, 
ſuch re&ors are fill better than lay vec- 
tors, who ron away with" honey, hive 


and afl. Surely; the rector of Bentton 


has ſome little pretenſions to indulgenee 
on this account, as well as other ineum- 


bents: his Uving is a family fiving ; and | 


he, J am told, allows ſo handſome / a lli- 


pend to 4 euren dor it bes been n- 
* of eomperiibe to thoſe who are"as 1 


9 


great, ven as ay And if the ous 
rate be well choſen, ; the, church has, no 


damage through. the rector s inſufficiency ; : 
if, indeed, he may 15 be, ſaid to be; inſuffi- 


a cient, who poſſeſſeg, ſterling virtue, ml 


only wants the c counters, of ſcience. . 
But after all che 1 dy 


learning, there ſeems; to be no mighty 
matter of difference. Knowledge and ig- 
norance are relative terms, and the merit 
and demerit of them do ariſe from com- | 
pariſon. - Amidft all that variety of lan- 
h the author has, quoted 


guages which 
from, 1 do not obſerve; a, fingle. point 
from the Hebrew.  Suppoſing then, that, 


Gare 


it is his ignorance, of, that language, and; * 
not his modeſty; that has produced the 


Gleatinen Hebraicum, a ſmatterer may con- | 


. vince him, that in manling th rector he, 


has given himſelf a pretty ſevere. ſtroke 


e » 5 
9 it 
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He has quoted” Dr. St. George. Had be 155 


read the book through, among vther paſ- 


rpg did ſuit Me be e 


eiten iſhed that, at ea, a coinſptigs 
& {kill in Hebrew were” 4 "neceflary 2 
it is 


( lification for orders with be a. 
87 = Holland; becauſe then, nts in 
Minty would not be we to take 


"aig upon truſt, which, © otherwiſe; 


«© they muſt be forced to do.” And ano- 
der will tell hirn fell more plainly, «if 
he be not well ſtudied in the Hebrew, 
& be can never make à fifficient miniſe 
ter. He mut, af the'dbove-mention- 
ed Doctor has it, take things bpon truſt: 
Now, in this view, if the author wert as 
wiſe as Socrates Ike him too, it would 
well become him to think he knows nol 
thing, if he knows not 'the Hebrew; and 

. that 


that not Nightly and ſuperficially, For 
tinguiſh between the genuine Pentateuch, 
and zhe trumpery of tradition? Without 
a competent fund of this. Kind of learning, 
Whatever is advagced in the Miſhngh, and. 
ity infinite Gemara, muſt all ſtand, for. 
ſlid, Raya with him; and in every 
biaſſed, caſe, wil. be made to ſupercede the 
written, word. The Miſhnigal, doctors are 
. az ſubtil, and voluminous gh the Fapiſti- 
cal; and; a5 theſe have well; nigh, over. 
turned the. New. Teſtament by, tradition, | 
and by fanciful, and Intereſted, interpreta- 
tion, ſo have che others done by the Old: 
and, , for gur author, they may. complete 
of none effect by their traditions. The 
papiſtical writers ſet the authority of thoſe 
fathers, for which our author expreſſes ſo 
| A, great 


633) 


great a veneration, in many caſes, above 


the authority of the ſcriptures; and ſo. do 
the Talmudiſts che authority of the Miſh- 


nah. And ſuch a ſpurious authority muſt 


ſtand for all that this champion ſor lear- 


ning can do. He, who requires ſuch per- 


feQion of letters, we expect ſhould” not 
only underſtand the language, but the 
different dialects of it: otherwiſe, he may 


as well pretend to read Homer without 


being able to diſtinguiſh the rough and 
martial Doric from the correct Attic and 
poliſhed Tonic; he muſt know the Chal: 
dee and the Samaritan 3 and he muſt be as 
able to determine the great queſtion, 
points or 110 Points,“ as the connòiſ- 


ſeurs, whether Cicero ſhould be written 


with Cor K. There are treaſures of di- 
vinity in Maimonide's Selections from the 
T almud as well as in Chriſoſtome, The 
f Bux- 


\ 


{| 


[is 


—— — 
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Buxtorfs contain as much biblical infttue- 
tion as St, Chriſoſtome, or St. any body, 
Yet, if the author have no key to the 
Treaſury, there they muſt lie an uſeleſs 
' heap, while ignorance, infidelity, abſur- 
dity, and oral tradition over · run the 
world. Is the knowledge of Greek 
and Latin nothing, then? Is it nothing 
at all, 

— quodam prodire tenus, ſi non datur urg; 
No, geching at all, upon the author's prin- 55 
ciples. For why does he require knowledge 
of languages, and why does he ſo repro- 
bate Mr. Vernon for the want of it ? Be- 
cauſe, forſooth, he is obliged to take 
things upon truſt, and to ſpeak unto the 
people that which others have made ready 
to his hand. --- This is the beſt reaſon 
| the author can give, for ſcholaſtic pride 

| and 


- 


EW 

and. diſappointed | malice are, out of the 
caſe. But is not the author in the very 
lame predicament? Let him take a, peep 
at Horace argument againſt thoſe, who 
allowed no writing to be . that 
wanted years, and fee, whether he, can 
find nothing againſt his own cenfures of 
their pretenſions to teach, who want lan- 
gusges. Either he gives up his pretens,, 
ſions, or he preſſes among the perfect, 
under a total ignorance of the moſt ma- 
terial language. If the former, aſſidet ig- 
naro, if the latter, I 


1 I 
Utor ds Sn Pilos ut equine Ty 
Paulatim vello 3 demo uoum, demo dt] unn, be. 


This horſe-tail argument is an n untowird | 
thing... A ſmall defect admitted ruins al | 
his higheſt pretenſions. And his boaſted 


knowledge, and d Mr. Vernon' O alledged ige 


Lin wh 3&5 
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though they look a little ſhy kt each 
other, like rieh and poor relations, in the 
face of the world, are more nearly aki 
than people may think of. Though! the 
author have taken his ſtand ſome. 
what higber up in the ſtream, yet he is 
not at the fountain. FTrauſlation and' the 
works of others are the medium of his 
knowledge, as well as of Mr. Venom. 
Perfect divinity, as well as poetry, rejects 
medibectity: ; if he be not at the & e 


7. 17 - . 8 E 
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muſt rank lowW © 
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Si paulum a ſummo diſeeſit, vergit adi imum. 


i e | 5032 — G 


2 Particularly, 40 benevolent and: A. . 
tured world will adopt t this rule. 1 in ; Judg- 


ing of "the wan who Aal preſume to fern 
end reprobate the maderate attqinments 
of his neighbours ; ; Weg. more particularly, 
All, i if thoſe neighbours ſhall appear | to 
have been bentſaStors,, 80 then, when 

the 
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the author ſhall be able to expoſe the en. 
travagances of the Miſhnical doors, and 
all the rübbiſh of the Talmudiſts, miy 
Mr. Vernon oppeſe himſelf to the fabrilties 
of Helvetius; when he ſhall be able to give 
us the hiftory and confutation” of dhe 
Sadducees, without borrowing, "then Halt 
Mr. Vernon be ready to ſeitle points With 
Dr. Prieftley, upon materiallin. Tilt 
wen, why can he not be content to Wafle 
on quietly with Mr. Vernon diſpenſing what 
be takes upon | truſt from "others Nor 
can J ſee what preteriſions he has to ch66ft 
either antagoniſts or ſubjects for Mr. Verndh. 
If the Rector of Bourton have the gbod 
ſenſe to chooſe well, he may barangut bis 
old cuſtomers or his new parlſhioneys' with 

as good In effect as the author, and 
alas as much certaitity of being arts | 
dox : for the bector (and I apprehend he is 


not a fingular rector in this) takes things 12 


upon 


j| 


fi 


* 

upon truſt, and ſo does the learned au- 

chor. Tranſlation and the aid of others 
become the vehicle of aſſurance in 
boch eaſes; and 1.thiok, the man who 
| bas .the modeſty, to retail the . labours; of 
the learned to his hearers, rather than tha 
crude gueſs-work of bis own hand, has 
ſomewhat of ſuperiqrity,.even as a teacher, 
If the author will give. the, rector leave 
to chooſe his own ſubjects, be will, never 
enter upon metaphyſical ſubtilties and ſcxip- 
tural myſteries ; „, his modeſty will teach 
him better: yet, if he did, he would do 
juſt as much good as the author. For 

theſe are levelling ſubjects, on which the 
productions of the wiſe and the fooliſh are 
generally equal. Ie that has gathered much 
ſcience, has nothing over; and he that hath 
gathered little, has no lack. If, then, the 
author draws his ſcience | from the original 


fountain, theſe obſervations are nugatorys 
with 


( 39 ) 


with reſpect to him, He may be proud, 


if perfe& ſcience will permit duft and aſhes 
to be ſo, and look down on the moderate 
attainments of other men. But, if his 
knowledge be conveyed by tranſlation and 
borrowed aid, he is yet in the dark : he 
takes things upon truſt ; and, though he be 
no Hebræan, I affirm, that he is a Ebrew 
Jew, for the ſcurrilous abuſe of others. 
But, after all, the author himſelf ſeems 
to have been aware, that a character at- 
teſted by a cloud, and ſuch a cloud of wit- 
neſſes, would more than compenſate for 
all the reQor's* ſuppoſed want of learning: 


for otherwiſe, I cannot conceive that he 
would ever have thought of attempting 


* I am informed, the Rector went to ſchool ab. 1 


years at Dray ton, in the county of Salop, toa gentleman 
very capable of unte him in Greek and Latio. 


te). 
ſo bold a mancuvre as he; has, to over- 
throw all his pretenſions. Poor Vernon{the 
author has left him nothing; and yet, like 
Codrus, perdidit infelix totum nil. — You, 
my lords,. baronets, gentlemen, and clergy, x 
will. haye this fellow to be a good man; 
but I affure you, my lords and gentlemen, 
you are either a parcel of old women, or 
of intereſted raſcals. This fellow, this 
rector (quem, as reHor, omnes dii derque 
perdant, et exagitent) has no more virtue 
than he has learning. For, in the firſt 
| place, take notice, how cloſely 1 have con- 
nected him with a wench in theſe very 
ſheets. But, what, will not an infinuation 
of mine, without fact, or that ſhadow of 
fact, the ſmalleſt probability, do his buſi- 
neſs ! Then behold, at one ſtroke, ] rob. 
him of all principle, and conſequently of all 


virtue. This cold- blooded fellow, who, 
how- 


( 41 ) 
however (pardon a little 3 bas 
ſang chaud ſofficiently for me to repreſent oe 
bim as a wencher, ---This rector of Bour- 


ton bas not one poſitive good. quality 
about him. It is all, * you take For | 
virtue, frigid negative, | affure ye. | His | 
regularity is cold temperament; his meck- = 
nels want of ſpirit; his hymility ; a" ſetrile 

want of breeding ; his forgiveneſs nothing 
at all but rank cowardice; and the govern- 
ment of his tongue an impenetrable ſtupi- 
dity, that deprives him # both conception 
and etÞrefſion; This is, in my opinion, 
the, beſt written part of the book; the 
gentle man is evidently got above himſelf, | 
But, perhaps, he wrote this, like Socrates, 
with a dæmon at bis elbow, I forget | 
how many legions of devils ſome. authors | 
do teckon up. —Among fo great a number, 
- may look like preſumption t to fix upon 
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one; and yet, 1 heſitate not to pronounce, 
that the infernal gentleman that ſuggeſted 
all this can be none other than the old 
ſerpent himſelf, for he does the very ane 
buſineſs here that he did in Job's caſe. 
That poor man thought, and all the 
world, except one/ or two, concurred i in 
the thought, that bis virtue and picty 
had ſome merit: but when old Sly-boots 
came to diſcuſs the matter, he overturned 
all bis pretenſions by one ſingle queſtion, 
thereby depriving bim of principle, Does 
he fear his God for nought ” This part 
of the book 1 will not affirm to be revenge- 
ful, or malicious, or ènvious, or falſe; or | 
unjuſt, or intereſted, but (ut omnia in apo. 
complectar) diabolical. | 
I cannot paſs over this part of the book 
without ſtopping to admire the juſtneſs of 
one expreſſion. © The ſtupor of bis head 
« will for ever render him guiltleſs of 
« wits", ; 


L +4: a= 
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« wit,” — Guiltleſs of wit! — If he may 
be guiltleſs, another may be guilty, of 
wit. Accordingly, we have heard of a 
wicked wit. Now, wit may be ſaid to be 
ſo, either metaphorically or literall y; either 
as it ſins againſt the rules of good writigg. 
or the benevolent. paſſions of the heart. 
Unfortunately, the author has been guilty 
of wit in both theſe refpe&s, in one in- 
ſtance. . Quid libet audendi, is allowed 
to the licentious poet, yet, under. certain 
limitations of probability. But what, is 
allowed the poet, is denied the orator, — 

I appeal to Longinus. AM Ta pe Tae 
og WomTag WV wTE av exu T1. uriger x 
Civ, ws Ep, xa Waiſy ro Wigov UT ip an N 
716 de pyTopieng pci Kannigov. 70 f 
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Quodcunque oſtendis mihi fic, incredulus odi. 
Ficta voluptatis cauſa, fint proxima veris. 
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The author, then, will be fo quililely of 
wit, we hope, as to convey” his ſhe-candi- 
date out of the piece. This the-thing, 
| which he has ſuppoſed the noble com- 
menders capable of introducing, and the 
 coprtly biſhops of putting to the vote: 
this infant pope Joan affords, at once, an 
inſtance of the author's dexterity in wicked 
wit, -finning againſt candour and truth, 
and apainſt the rules of good writing, 
Let him convey her away, or give up 
his pretenſions to barangue the world in 
| fo pompous a ſtrain. And, if he pleaſes, 
he may take a little of that gentle ex- 
preſſion to himſelf in the next edition, 
«« neither capable of teaching nor of being 
as taught.” Yet, by the Orbilian caſt of 
the piece, I ſhould imagine he has a chair 
in ſome college, or, at leaſt, in ſome 
* where be makes rules for hin- 
„ 


"I, 
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ſelf, inſtead of condeſeending to follow 


| thoſe. of 'others. He may, for ougbt 1 


know, be. a deſcendant of one Roger 
Thwackum. Vet, heaven defend the poor 
lads committed to his care, if his biech 
be as eutting as his pen. Upon this ſup- 
poſition, ba will pardon my recomeltending 


to his conſideration roach in * 


tilian.“ 
Yet, the author Sn tell us, an this 


amounts to nothing; for admitting Mr. | 


4 Vernon's virtue to be as great as his learning 
is little; let him approach as near the 
innocence of the dove, as he recedes from 


the wiſdom of the ſerpent ; — yet, to pro- 
mote a ſerver of ale, to ſerve at the altar 


p 


7 


* In emendando quæ ige erunt, non acer- | 


bus, minimeque contumelioſus. Nam id quidem | 


multos a propofito ſtudendi fugat, quod quidamy | 


N objurgant, quaſi oderint. 
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— pro deum! — O tempora! I hope, the 
aſtoniſhed gentleman does not take offence 
at the uſeful and good creature, called ale. 
For the honour of the cloth I hope there 
is nothing ſo defiling in the ſimple. creature 
| itſelf, The author, being in an elegant & 
ſituation, may prefer wine; hut that is 
not in the power of ſmaller clerks; and, 
if he dares to blaſpheme ale, may the 
learned. of this land riſe up againſt him, 
as one man; and may they, when inſpired, 
or bemuſed in beer, vent every ſpecies, of 
wicked wit againſt ſo great an apoſtate. 
But, probably, it is not the good crea- 
ture, but the ſerving of it, that offends 
him. A ſerver of ale to be a ſerver at 
the altar. — But is this the firſt publican 
that has been ſo advanced? He may read 
of one in his Teſtament ; who, though he 
neither ſerved ale, nor wine, dealt in a 

* - buſineſs 
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buſineſs full as 3 And i the 
author meant to have the man rejeQed, | 
on account of the meanneſs of his prior 
employment, he muſt reject, by the ſame 
diſqualifying rule, the far greater: part of 
the . too, for it makes no diffe- 
rence, that J can ſee, that they were balled 
early, and Mr. Vernon late into the church. 
He that choſe them was not Cotifiried ta 
the loweſt rank, any more than the bi. 
ſhops, at preſent. He' may have hid the 
purpoſe in it, to manifeſt to the world, 
that the fooliſhneſs of God i is wiſer than 
$6 en. and the weakneſs of God is 
0 ſtronger than men“ Vet, thougb chat 
intention would, in courſe, operate as a 
cure for their ignorance, it did not 


{for ; it could not) take away the ſereilky, f 
| of their prior engagements. He that choſe | | 


them deſpiſed | no man, nor any man's 
' | office. 


© 
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office, Vet here, the author's $ admiration, 

not to fay abhorrence,. does, ariſe ds 
and. independently on other circumſtances, 
from the ſervility of the office. How | 
far he may have aſſociated other ideas 
with it, is not known; be has expreſſed. 
nothing, but ſingular. admiration, that a 

ſerver of ale ſhould be advanced to 778. 
at the altar. Knowledge and ignorance, 
virtue and vice, are elearly detached from | 
it: the meanneſs of the prior office diſ- 
qualifies for the dignity of the ſubſequent | 
one. This is a ſad ſtroke upon the apoſtles 


too; ſome of. whoſe employments were 
as mean and ungentleman- like as the 
ſerving of ale. Particularly, this 15 a very 
unkind - ſtroke upon poor St. Paul, who ö 
confeſſes, that he worked with bie own 
hands, and made tents, even when he was 

dee e ee 
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far advanced in his miniſtry. But, i. in- ; 


deed, he differs from this gentleman ; for 
he rather takes a pride than a ſhame to 
himſelf, for having done ſo; and I cannot 


think that the rector will ſuffer much in 


ſuch good company. The author cuts 
and hacks away at a deſperate rate; when' 


the humour is on. And, as he has 


wounded the apoſtles by this deſperate 


blow, ſo has he many very worthy mi- 


niſters of the preſent day. For where 


is the mighty difference between ſerving 
H 6 N Aa a thug] 
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The author may find the three following canons . 


made by a graye council ; 


Clericus, quantumliber verbo Dei eruditus, ar- 


tificio victum querat. 
Clericus victum et reſin abi, artificiolp 


vel agricultura, abſque officii ſai duntaxat detri - 


mento, præparet. 
Omaes clerici, qui ad operandum validi fant, et 
artificiola et literas diſcant. 


1 

a mug of ale at an inn, and ſerving. a 
mug of the ſame liquor at a college ? 
Is it any greater diſgrace to a man to 
fit down to dinner after his gueſts in his 
own houſe, on his own victuals, than to 
feed upon the Eleemoſynary ſcraps of a 
college, among ſcouts and bed-makers ? 
Or, to retire into the bar, and read ſome 
godly book, than to ſneak up into ſome 
garret, and read an ungodly one? Vulga- 
rity and illiberality, which are marked 
with ſuch contempt by the author, may 
be picked up at a college as well as at 
an inn. This home-thruſt, then, has 
wounded more than the hand which di- 
rected it aimed at. We may give the 
author, as he ſeems to deſire, the credit 
of birth, fortune, and an elegant ſta- 
tion in life, he looks down ſo much 
upon mine hoſt. Yet, ſhrewd people 
will, perhaps, infer the very contrary ; 
| becauſe, 


K 
becauſe, true gentility never does affect a 
contempt of others. Some of the beſt and 
moſt learned men have been produced 
under the greateſt diſadvantages ; and the 
worſt, ſometimes, it muſt be confeſſed, 
have been produced under the greateſt 
advantages. Low life above ſtairs, if it 
be not quite ſo frequent, is certainly more 
contemptible than high life below is ridi- 
culous. And, it may be as well, upon the 
whole, to cry ano, anon, Sir,” with 
honeſt Francis down ſtairs, as, cobler-like, 
to get drunk up ſtairs on the liquor the 
honeſt fellow carries thither. At leaſt, 
I ſhould have expected this religious gen- 
tleman to have deſpiſed no man merely 
for his employment, and that he would 
not have thought of ſcorning mine hoſt 
WW. what has oo immoral in it. 

H 2 But 


( 

But there is ſtill a ſmall flaw in this 
matter; — it wants truth. Jam aſſured, 
mine hoſt did ſeldom, if ever, ſerve ale, 
before his exaltation; — having been, I 
am told, in another line of . buſineſs, al- 
moſt down to his late engagements rela- 
tive to Bourton. If that be the caſe, the 
great crime he has committed is, being 
born in an inn, and living there, in the 
moſt dutiful obedience to his parents, and 
in the habit of che moſt obliging carriage 
to the gueſts, All the author's great ade 
miration, then, expreſſed in great letters, 
is only calculated 


„ 
2 


To ſuckle fools, and chronicle ſinall beer“ 


I congratulate the author « on. bis. vlog 
The world can never be ſo bad as, not ta 
deſerve one good word; nor the diſpo- 
ſition of an author lo ſavage as not to 


7 | afford 
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afford it that good word, He has ſhewn 
judgment, I apprehend, in ſelecting the 
ſubjects of bis panegyric. Yet, his con- 
fiſtency would have ſuffered nothing if 
he had paſſed over the biſhop of G. 
For if Mr. Vernon be the opprobrium cleri- 
corum,. his lordſhip can be no proper 
ſubject of the author's eulogy. 


To him, 


tte church owes Mr. Vernon; ſuch as he is; 


and if he be, indeed, what the author in- 
fiouates -and-affirms, it ĩs not his lordſhip's 
ſhining claſſical talent that will ſet mat- 
ters . to right. But, I am taught to have 
ſo much reſpect for the biſhop's character, 
as to believe, that no teſtimonial, how 
ever honourably ſubſcribed; nor any po- 
lite mandate, under the form of a requeſt; _ 
from thoſe who had juſt put the mitre 
on his head; nor any convention or con- | 
n of his right reverend bretheren, 


could 
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could have prevailed, if he had appre- 
hended any diſgrace to the church, in ge⸗ 
neral, would have followed Mr. Vernon's 

ordmation ; or, that any detriment to the 
church of Bourton, in particular, would 
have followed his inſtitution. As to his 
lordſhip being tied down by canon, I 
would gladly know, whether the author, 
if be be aà clerk, thinks that his own 

judgment and' private opinion be entirely 

ſuperſeded by the thirty-nine articles of 
religion; and whether he thinks bimſelf 
obliged to an exact obſervance of every 
title and particle therein contained. If 
he does, he is avis rarior than an unlet- 
tered clerk: if he does not, he ought to 
have no quarrel with the * . 
may condeſcend to ſay, 
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Metro- 


0 


Metropolitical dignity is a thing 1 have no 
preciſe idea of. If it deſign any thing of 


high bearing and great carriage, I have the 


honour to know ſo much of his grace 
of Vork, as to be convinced that he bas 
qualities far more elevating than his me- 


tropolitical dignity; one of which exalting 
qualities is, chat if he wears this metropo- 
' litical dignity any where, it is only at York. 
His grace does not bring. it abroad with. 
him. His external is plain and primitive, 
and what he appears, that he is, if unaf- 
fected condeſcenſion and liberal munifi- 
cence to men of low eſtate be any thing. 
I confeſs, I like not this word dignity ; 
eſpecially, when uſed by a man of the, 


author's diſpoſition, whether it be, metro- 


political or parochial; it is this dignity of 


the clergy that gave the firſt hint to ſet 


up the Tiara; it is this dignity that is one 
; | | great 


I 
great cauſe of ſo many diſſenters from 
the church; it is this dignity that obſtructs 
the good effects of the goſpel; it is this 
dignity that renders the clergy odious, 
and almoſt inacceffible to their pariſhioners; 
it is this dignity that erects the ſtandard 
of a church-militant; it 1s this dignity 
that extols proud ſcience, at the expence of 
unoffending ſimplicity, and edifying faith 
and virtue; and it is this dignity that 
points the proud Parnaſſian ſneer of the | 
author, and of other graduate literati 
and illiterati of the Lyceum, againſt all 
thoſe who cannot add A. B., A. M., and 
other meritorious letters from the e 
after their names. 

When I had gotten thus far, 1 thought 
to have bidden the author, farewel ; but, 
as I approached the-conclufion of his 
book, I was aſtoniſhed to find a piece or 
two of the ſacred text miſapplied, --- It is 
true, 


(7 y 
true, this learned gentleman, after ſhining 
in Greek and Latin, is become dull, ob-" | 
ſcure, and erroneous, in plain Engliſh; and 
In be bound Mr. Vernon ſets bim right, 
if he will condeſcend to apply to bim. 

6 Theſe (i. e. Mr. Vernon) are ſpots 
in your feaſts of charity, when they | 
« feaſt with you; feeding themſelves with- | | 

cout fear; clouds without water ; — | 
« trees without rw plucked up by the 
« roots ; ==» - raging waves of the ſea foam- 
10 ing out their owl ſhattie.“ Where is 
the man that can find out the propriety 
of this quotation, or, one fingle trait 
in it applicable to Mr. Vernon? He ſel- 
dom feaſts at all, --- but never without 
fear and a reverential regard to tempe- | 
Trance and ſobriety. What has a man of 
his humility done, to be exalted among the k 
clouds? At leaft, if Mr. Vernon be a 
cloud, he is not a cloud without water ; 
I E 
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ö ſor be has a tear for pity, and a melting 
beart to water "others. He rather may be 
be placed amang thoſe unſubſtantial Va- 


pours, who, ; 
N : . 
Dum ou humum, oubes e. et inania S 


* I 1 


The ſeaſon for fruit can 1 hardly be come 
to Mr. Vernon as yet; but the author 
would pluck him up by the roots, if he 
could. What a pity it is that he could not 
haye , prevented his being planted at all ! 
When: raging and quietneſs, foaming paſ- 
„ſion and a meck ſpirit, ſhall produce ana- 
logous effect); --- then, but not before, 
will the author's 8 quotation be juſt, and 
| "My. Vernon's qualities be known thereby. 
As matters Hand, it is apprehended this | 
drawing conveys a more ſtriking likeneſs 
of another perſon. St. Jude's writing is 


very ſhort; —- it is admirable, that the au- 


thor conld miſs one paſſage in, Mo 1% x 
5 [4 chael, 
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„ chael, the archangel, when contending; 
with the devil, --- he durſt not bring a 
« railing” accuſation | againſt him.” cx 

What, another? Yea; by Priſcian' $ bela, 
another. Havi ring made Mr. Vernon” a 
cloud, * A tree. — a wave, — by the pow- 
er of tranſmutation, the author, at length, 
converts him into a graven image. « Nei- 
| ther ſhalt thou bring an abomination (vis, 

a ggaven image, vide Deut. chap. wii. 

ver. 23 and 26)“ into thine Houle, 

left thou be a chrſed thing like it,” The 
explanation and application of theſe two 
paſſages, I leave to ſuch, as are profoundly 
ſkilled in''divinity+ But, as far as I under- 
ſtand any thing of the matter, they afford | 
no ſort of proof of the author's ſkill, even 
in his own tfade. 7 

I fear, reverend Sir, that by this e 
you think I pay fo much attention to 4 


the N 


I 


— 
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5 the author, as to bave forgotten you; and 
that you are treated no better than Cho. 


pher Sly in the play; to be brought. gn 
at the drawing up of the curtain, diſmiſſed 


while the buſineſs goes forward, and then 


to come pop in again juſt as it is abo 
to be dropped. No ſuch matter ;---you was 
never out of my thoughts. I aſpire at no 
higher honour than that of being your 


precurſor; and, if I ſhall be ſo bappy as 


to announce to the world that great mo- 


. nument of gratitude which it expects from 


. thor, I cry, 


you, by a public confutation cf the au- 


— - bene cft, nil amplius oro, 


